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promote the increase of natural knowledge, and to CHAP further the application of scientific investigation to ^J^ all the problems of life to the best of my ability, in the conviction which has grown with my growth and strengthened with my strength that there is no alleviation for the sufferings of mankind except veracity of thought and action, and the resolute facing of the world as it is, when the garment of make-believe, by which pious hands have hidden its uglier features, is stripped off.7' If all this is less a word in season to-day than it was then, it is only because the climate has changed, and changed in the direction that makes mankind the Providence of men. I know that at least to one of the most powerful minds of that day, most definitely positivist, and a veiy direct contributory to a negative propa-gandism, it seemed just (1862) to condemn antagonism to religious doctrines as " robbing" men of their belief, and revolting against all such robbery. Yet let us take care. The reproach easily cuts both ways. Nobody, I should think, would apply this repugnant word to the band of missionaries, those pacific crusaders, whose pious devotion and unselfish zeal for the salvation of heathen souls, from Xavier and Nobili down to our actual hour, is commonly taken for one of the most glorious chapters in Christian annals. In this field, too, as at home, unholy compromisers were not a few, and the Pope had to issue a brief reproving missionaries who sought converts in India by themselves adopting Brahmin doctrines, putting on Brahmin apparel, and tracing on their Catholic brows the coloured marks of Brahmin caste.of clear and forcible thought with extraordinary perspicuity of expression. His object was set forth with manful clearness, "tod have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
